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THERE ARE plenty of ways
to spend money. The thing to
avoid is spending it unneces-
sarily on services you can get
yourself free of charge.

Recently, the Federal
Trade Commission cracked
down on several dubious Ten-
nessee-based businesses that
sold worthless exam-prepara-
tion materials for post office
jobs that didn’t exist.

The FTC charged that the
operation misrepresented an
affiliation with the Postal
Service and the availability of postal
jobs, and claimed that getting a score
of 90 or better on a postal entrance
exam guarantees applicants a job. In
reality, the companies had no affiliation
with the Postal Service, the test-prepara-
tion materials would not help anyone
to pass the postal exam, and the compa-
nies failed to make refunds on a so-
called refundable fee, investigators
said.

The companies, which did business
under names like National Testing Serv-
ices and Exam Preparation, will give up
almost all of their assets, or about
$45,000, to settle FTC charges that the
scam violated federal law.

Job scams are especially insidious be-
cause they prey on the unemployed and
underemployed, groups of people who

are already likely to be short
on cash.

Before you spend money
to get a job, remember this:
You never have to pay for
information about job vacan-
cies or employment opportu-
nities with the federal govern-
ment. Con artists, however,
will try to convince you other-
wise. They often advertise in
the classified sections of
newspapers or by postings
on bulletin boards.

“Some fraudulent compa-
nies even try to confuse consumers by
using names that sound like those of
federal agencies, like the U.S. Agency
for Career Advancement or the Postal
Employment Service,” the FTC warned.

The Postal Service does all its hiring
through 85 district offices. Every few
years, each office will offer any tests ap-
plicants need to take to apply for
employment. The post office typically
offers free sample questions to poten-
tial applicants who sign up for the tests.

Asa Aarons is a consumer reporter on
WNBC-TV, Channel 4, News. His Daily
News column appears Mondays, Tues-
days, Thursdays and Fridays. Send
your questions to Ask Asa, P.O. Box
3310, New York, N.Y. 10116, or e-mail
him (AskAsa@gmail.com). Questions
can be answered only through this
column.

SAM SCHWARTZ

ASA AARONS

ASK ASA

All city parking
rules are in effect

today and tomorrow.
TRAFFIC FORECAST

FOR TUESDAY,
JULY 11, 2006

For 42 years, the New York
Philharmonic has been
bringing us music beneath
the stars. This summer, it
continues the tradition in
Central and Prospect parks.
The free summer concert
begins in Prospect Park on
Tuesday at 8 p.m. You should
expect higher-than-usual
pedestrian volume around
Prospect Park West and
Ninth St., and the Bartel
Pritchard Square at the
intersection of Prospect Park
West at Prospect Park South-
west and 15th St. On
Wednesday, the Philharmonic
moves to Central Park for an
8 p.m. concert.

If you plan to drive on the
Prospect Expressway, keep
in mind that one southbound
lane will be closed from the
Gowanus Expressway to
Church Ave. from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. weekdays and
10 p.m. to 6 a.m. week-
nights.

The Bronx Dominican Day
Festival will close Clay Ave.
between 173rd St. and
Claremont Parkway daily from
noon to 10 p.m. until next
Sunday.

The Major Deegan Ex-
pressway will have one
northbound lane closed
between W. 179th and 188th
Sts. from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
weekdays and from 10 p.m.
to 6 a.m. weeknights. In
addition, the W. Fordham

Road entrance ramp will be
closed from 10 p.m. to
6 a.m. weeknights.

In Queens, the Steinway
St. Bridge over the Grand
Central Parkway will have one
northbound lane closed from
12:01 a.m. to 5 a.m. and
again from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday
until October.

One tube of the Lincoln
Tunnel will be closed from
11 p.m. Tuesday to 5 a.m.
Wednesday.

The Holland Tunnel will
have one New York City-
bound lane closed from
11 p.m. to 5 a.m. through
Wednesday.

The Goethals Bridge will
have both New York City-
bound lanes closed from
9:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. through
Wednesday.

The Bayonne Bridge will
have one lane closed both
ways from 6:30 a.m. to
3 p.m. weekdays.

FROM THE MAILBAG:
Dear Sam:

Is there a law that prohib-
its cars or delivery trucks
from blocking bike lanes?

I’ve witnessed a few situa-
tions where bike lanes are
blocked off by delivery trucks.
What is the law, exactly?
And, also, do I legally have to
use a bike lane when riding
my bike?

Roda S., Manhattan
Dear Roda:

The fine for vehicles park-
ing in a bicycle lane is $115.
NYC Traffic Rules section
4-12(p) says bicyclists must
use bike lanes wherever they
are provided, except when
preparing for a turn, or when
reasonable to avoid condi-
tions that may make it unsafe
to continue in the bike lane.
This includes, but is not
limited to, motor vehicles,
other bicycles, pushcarts and
surface hazards. The NYPD
usually allows bicyclists a
block or two before issuing a
$40 summons.

Gridlock Sam
Want to know how to avoid

a traffic ticket or improve
your odds of dismissal? Find
out in Gridlock Sam’s new
book, “Traffic Conundrums.”
It can be yours today for just
$18.95 (which includes $3
for shipping and handling)
by going to the Web
(www.gridlocksam.com). You
can also send a check or
money order to Gridlock Sam,
611 Broadway, Suite 415,
New York, N.Y. 10012.

Feds crack down to end
more bogus-job scams

Sam Schwartz is a former city first
deputy transportation commis-
sioner. He is also a consultant to
the private sector and govern-
ment. Gridlock Sam is published
Sunday through Friday. If you have
a traffic question, write Gridlock
Sam, Daily News, 450 W. 33rd
St., New York, N.Y. 10001, or
E-mail: info@gridlocksam.com

GRIDLOCK SAM
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TODAY: Increasing clouds with
afternoon t-storms.
High 86, low 68.

TOMORROW: Becoming partly
cloudy.
High 86, low 70.

Wednesday: Partly cloudy
and seasonable.
High 86, low 72.

Thursday: Scattered showers
and thunderstorms.
High 84, low 71.

Friday: Scattered showers
and thunderstorms.
High 86, low 72.

TODAY’S WEATHER

5DAY
FORECAST

U.S. CITIES
Today Tomorrow

Albany 82/63t 84/62pc

Anchorage 68/53sh 69/54c

Atlanta 87/69pc 86/70t

Atlantic City 83/70t 85/69pc

Baltimore 87/68t 90/69t

Boston 86/68t 84/67pc

Buffalo 74/62t 78/64pc

Chicago 81/65pc 82/68t

Cincinnati 88/66pc 84/68t

Cleveland 82/64t 82/66t

Dallas 98/78pc 99/78pc

Denver 81/60t 90/61pc

Detroit 81/64t 83/68t

Hartford 86/65t 85/64pc

Honolulu 88/76s 87/75pc

Houston 91/76t 92/76t

Indianapolis 84/68pc 86/66t

Jacksonville 89/69t 89/73t

Key West 88/81t 87/81t

Las Vegas 103/82pc 103/81s

Los Angeles 77/64s 75/63s

Miami 87/78t 88/78t

New Orleans 90/74t 90/76t

Orlando 91/73t 91/75t

Phoenix 109/86s 109/85pc

Richmond 90/70pc 93/72t

Salt Lake City 95/67s 96/66t

San Antonio 94/76pc 94/76pc

San Diego 76/68s 75/65s

San Francisco 62/53s 63/54s

San Juan 87/79t 90/78pc

Seattle 70/54pc 69/56sh

St. Louis 89/71pc 88/72t

Syracuse 79/61t 81/61pc

Washington 89/71t 90/72t

JJuull  1100 JJuull  1177 JJuull  2255 AAuugg  22

NEW YORK TEMPERATURES
SSuunnddaayy’’ss  MMaaxx:: 83 at 12:49 p.m SSuunnddaayy’’ss
MMiinn:: 71 at 6:21 a.m HHiigghheesstt:: July 9, 106

in 1936. LLoowweesstt:: July 9, 54 in 1963. MMeeaann
tteemmppeerraattuurree:: 77, normal, 76. AAvveerraaggee

tteemmppeerraattuurree  ddeeppaarrttuurree  ssiinnccee July 1, 0.22;
CCoooolliinngg  ddeeggrreeee  ddaayyss July 9, 12; since

January 1, 373; last year to date, 383;
normal to date, 389.

AIR QUALITYFOREIGN CITIES
Acapulco 92/77t 91/78t

Amsterdam 73/62pc 74/64c

Athens 85/65pc 86/67pc

Baghdad 111/86s 106/82s

Beijing 79/71t 91/73pc

Belfast 60/57c 63/56s

Berlin 79/62pc 85/67pc

Bermuda 85/77s 86/72s

Bonn 78/62s 78/64pc

Brussels 73/64pc 73/60c

Buenos Aires 73/54pc 62/44pc

Cairo 92/74s 93/72s

Copenhagen 79/65pc 78/65pc

Dublin 62/57c 65/56s

Geneva 82/58s 79/58pc

Helsinki 83/61sh 82/62s

Hong Kong 89/81t 88/79t

Jerusalem 88/71s 87/69s

Lisbon 86/66pc 88/65pc

London 73/57pc 76/56s

Madrid 91/64s 95/63pc

Mexico City 75/58t 78/62t

Montreal 77/64t 75/65sh

Moscow 76/56pc 79/59pc

Nassau 88/79t 88/76t

Ottawa 79/64t 73/62pc

Paris 78/64pc 77/64c

Rio de Janeiro 75/65s 76/66s

Rome 79/64pc 82/64pc

Santo Domingo 89/79t 89/77t

Singapore 90/78t 89/77t

Stockholm 85/63sh 83/64pc

Sydney 60/46s 65/46pc

Tokyo 79/73t 80/69pc

Vienna 83/65c 83/67pc

Warsaw 85/66pc 87/65pc

TODAY’S TIDES
HHiigghh LLooww
aa..mm.. pp..mm.. aa..mm.. pp..mm..

BBaarrnneeggaatt  IInn.. 7:39 7:56 2:00 1:54

SSaannddyy  HHooookk 7:50 8:07 2:02 1:56

BBaatttteerryy 8:16 8:27 2:32 2:26

WWiilllleettss  PPtt.. 11:21 11:23 5:45 5:29

SSttaammffoorrdd 11:31 11:41 5:31 5:35

FFiirree  IIss..  IInn.. 7:11 7:28 1:35 1:29

MMoonnttaauukk  PPtt.. 7:43 8:05 1:37 1:15

0 50 100 150 200+

GGoooodd AAcccceeppttaabbllee PPoooorr

NEW YORK: Increasing clouds,
PM thunderstorms today. High
83-86. Thunderstorms tonight.
Low 67-69.

LONG ISLAND: Increasing
clouds, PM thunderstorms today.
High 78-84. Thunderstorms
tonight. Low 67-69.

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER AND
FAIRFIELD: Increasing clouds,
PM t-storms today. High 81-84. 
T-storms tonight. Low 63-66.

NORTHERN NEW JERSEY:
Increasing clouds, PM t-storms
today. High 80-88. T-storms
tonight. Low 65-70.

8833--7700

8888--7700

8877--7700

8877--6688

8844--6655 8822--6677

8833--6688

8866--6688

8888--6677

7799--6699
7799--6688

8844--7722

8833--6655

SUN, MOON & PLANETS
Sun rises 5:34 a.m., sets 8:29 p.m., rises
tomorrow 5:34 a.m., sets 8:28 p.m. Moon
rises 8:44 p.m., sets 4:27 a.m. MMoorrnniinngg
ppllaanneettss:: Neptune, Uranus, Venus EEvveenniinngg::
Jupiter, Mars, Mercury, Pluto, Saturn.

Provided exclusively
for our readers by

All forecasts and graphics by
Weather Central,

Madison, WI.

SSUUNNNNYY RRAAIINN CCLLOOUUDDYYSSHHOOWWEERRSS PPTT..  CCLLOOUUDDYY TT--SSTTOORRMMSS

This is the air quality index recorded at 2 p.m. Sunday.
The highest level is indicated on the chart.

Ozone.................................................4422
Particulates ........................................4499

Ultraviolet Index for Today: 99
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FOCUS ON:

REAL 
ESTATE

 GOING GREEN — with your roof, that is — can save you 
green.

With the summer picking up steam, apartment owners 
are fi nding that adding green roofs — a combination of in-

sulation and real plant life — can help cool them down  and lower 
their energy use. 

PHOTOS BY LINDA ROSIER DAILY NEWS

 Some New Yorkers are swapping their 
“tar beach” with a hard-to-kill garden of 
wildfl owers and succulents planted in a 
few inches of lightweight artifi cial soil 
atop layers of insulation and waterproof-
ing.

 Nonprofi t Earth Pledge has been cam-
paigning through the city to encour-
age the widespread use of green roofs 
on residential and commercial buildings 
through a project called the Green Roofs 
Initiative.

The city’s roofs throw off so much heat 
that temps here are 3.6 to 5.4 degrees 
higher than in the suburbs — a phenome-
non called the urban heat island effect.

On a hot summer day the temperature 
on a conventional roof can hit 150 de-
grees, while it’s just 80 degrees on a green 
roof, claims Earth Pledge executive direc-
tor Leslie Hoffman.

A lower roof 
t e m p e r a t u r e 
can dramatical-
ly cut air-con-
ditioning bills, 
by 20% to 50%, 
Hoffman said.

Also, a 
typical green 
roof retains 
70% to 80% of 
the rain that 
falls on it — 
which helps 
mitigate the 
problem of 
rain water 
c h o k i n g 
city sewers.  
About half 
the time it 
rains in New 
York City, 
raw sewage 

runs into the 
Hudson River and other city waterways.

Launched fi ve years ago, the Green 
Roofs Initiative has spoken with more 
than 1,000 developers, architects, en-
gineers and landscape designers about 
green roofs, and given public lectures that 
thousands of other New Yorkers have at-
tended.

And Hoffman’s given presentations on 
green roofs at about 20 co-op board meet-
ings. Interested co-op and condo groups 

and tenant associations can contact her 
via e-mail at info@earthpledge.org.

Green roofs have been installed in as 
many as 100 buildings in the city, Hoffman 
said. These include Silvercup Studios in 
Long Island City — where “Sex and the 
City” was fi lmed — the Calhoun School on 
the upper West Side and two Battery Park 
City rental-apartment towers, the Solaire 
and the Verdesian.

“For a long time, landlords shied away 
from green roofs — they were worried 
about leaks and long-term maintenance,” 
said Russell Albanese, the developer of 
the two apartment buildings. “The tech-
nology in roofi ng systems has advanced to 
the point that these aren’t a concern.”

The Albanese Organization spent 
$285,000 for a 5,000-square-foot green 
roof on the 19th fl oor of the Solaire, 
where tenants lounge in Adirondack 
chairs among wild roses and river birches 
and watch the sun set over the Hudson. At 
the top of the building, a simpler, slightly 
smaller garden tenants aren’t allowed to 
use costs $121,000.

 The green roofs shave $1,400 a year off 
the Solaire’s water and sewer bill and a 
couple hundred dollars off the electric bill, 
and  the big payoff is they’re good market-
ing tools, Albanese said.

“Tenants write us thank-you notes. We 
have folders full of them,” said Michael 
Gubbins, who manages the Solaire.

The only downside to green roofs is the 
expense of installing them, Hoffman said. 
The technology has been refi ned during 
30 years of use in Europe — today’s green 
roofs retain enough water so the plants 
don’t die.

 The logical time to install a green roof 
is when a building’s roof needs to be re-
placed, Hoffman said.

Besides the $7 to $10 per square foot 
cost of a new waterproof roof, a garden 
with a shallow layer of “growing media” 
— which is what the artifi cial soil is called 
— costs an additional $8 to $15 per square 
foot. Deeper gardens with shrubs and 
trees cost $15 per square foot and up.

The long-term payoff, however, is that a 
green roof lasts two to three times longer 
than a regular one, Hoffman said.

yourmoney@nydailynews.com

Green roofs a coolGreen roofs a cool
way to save moneyway to save money

High-rise gardens can help
lower city’s temperature

 GOING GREEN has brought Tecta Amer-
ica plenty of black and white — ink, that 

is.
Mark Gaulin, who heads a division of the 

country’s largest roofi ng contractor, start-
ed the TectaGreen program in 2000 and has 
received plenty of consumer and media at-
tention.

Green roof construction brings in just a 
few million dollars a year for Tecta — less 
than 1% of its total revenues. “But it gets us 
80% of our media coverage,” said Gaulin.

The fi rm also gets attention with its Web 
site greenroof.com.

The number of visitors checking out the site 
has hit 3,045 per month — more than triple the number just two and a half years ago.

 Tecta just made its New York City green roof debut — with a 10,000-square-foot job 
at the Bronx Supreme Court building. Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carriõn — 
whose offi ce is in the building — said he’s “very excited” about the project.

And the business is growing. High-profi le jobs include green roofs at the Baltimore 
Aquarium and the headquarters of the American Society of Landscape Architects — 
which has members who do green-roof design. “That was a coup,” Gaulin said.

— Lore Croghan

BY LORE CROGHAN
DAILY NEWS BUSINESS WRITER

Firm fi nds fame 
going TectaGreen

Foliage dominates the 
roof at 20 River Ter-
race in Battery Park.

Aerial view of the 
roof-top garden at 
211 North End Ave.
in Manhattan.
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